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PREFACE TO SECOND EDITION

HIS new Edition has been completely and
thoroughly revised. The Reading Lessons have

been entirely omitted and some new chapters in
Grammar have been added. This has necessitated
the introduction of a few new words bringing the
Vocabulary up to a total of about one thousand words.
I must acknowledge my deep indebtedness to my
staff here, for the great help they have given me
in the work. I feel that this little book is now
fully up-to-date, and I believe it contains some neces-
sary and useful points which I have failed to discover
in other Grammars, and this would not have been
so had I not had the very efficient and experienced

help of my staff.
W. E. W.

BoNN ON RHINE,
Jumne 1930.




PREFACE .TO THE FIRST EDITION

THIS GRAMMAR provides a practical and concise elementary

course in the German language. Whilst it is written
primarily for those who have mno opportunity of obtaining
tutorial assistance, it will be found very helpful in class use to
teacher and pupil alike as a simple statement of the rules of
Grammar, progressively arranged, clearly exemplified, and
accompanied by many exercises and reading lessons usefully
varied in character. Unnecessary lists of exceptions have
been avoided. There is an alphabetical vocabulary of the words
occurring in the English-German exercises, with references to
their places in the Grammar, and a subject-index that should
make the book of additional service to the student in his private
reading and conversation, as a reference Grammar.

The guiding principle throughout has been to give only
what is essential, and that in short lessons with ample practice
in translation. An explanation of the method adopted in the
lessons will be found on page 16, together with a list of the
abbreviations employed.

The exercises contain some 700 words in common use, which,
by frequent recurrence, will soon become familiar and form an
excellent foundation for intercommunication in the language.
The student is also referred to German Self-Taught, a com-
panion volume that supplies very comprehensive vocabularies
and conversational matter for every-day use, with the phonetic
pronunciation of all the German words.

German characters, both written and printed, have been
introduced gradually—the former in the reading lessons and the
latter in connection with a few of the later exercises, a number
of pages in fac-simile German handwriting being provided.

A complete Key to the exercises is published separately.

In conclusion, while I would express the hope that this little
manual may prove another link in binding two great nations
together, I should also like to record my indebtedness to

- several friends who have very kindly helped me by reading the .

proofs and making many useful suggestions.

" East Sheen, May 1913.
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GERMAN GRAMMAR SELF.TAUGHT

INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER.

§ 1. When a student of foreign languages has to decide
which he should first endeavour to master, German is no¢
always the one chosen.

Apart from questions of utility for the particular end in
view, a deciding factor in selection is often the apparent
initial difficulty of the subject. -

He will see in the earlier portions of the grammar that
the simple words “a” and “the” of English are repre-
sented by words in German which are declined in full with
several cases, three genders and two numbers; other
ordinary words also are fully declined. As he looks ahead
a little, he will notice words of considerable length,
evidently compounds. Then, again, the order in which
the words are employed is apparently quite different from
the order in English.

In reality, however, there is nothing in all this which
need discourage him. Peculiarities are common to all
languages, and it is only an accident that such pecu-
liarities should present themselves in the earlier stages.
With the help of a few suggestions given below they can
very easily be mastered at the outset, and once these
peculiarities are mastered, subsequent pitfalls common to
all languages—often very terrible unless these languages
are studied systematically from the start—will be avoided
in German thus acquired.

In fact there is a good deal in German which should
make it particularly suitable for study by the Englishman.
In general spirit and style the language is more akin to
English than French and the other Romance tongues. From
the fact of a common origin arises a general similarity
between words and spelling, which is a great help if
intelligently recognised.
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